I recently had the pleasure of attending a workshop with colleagues, focusing on the need for inclusive design in the delivery and assessment of teaching and learning at Brighton Business School. The session was very well attended, indeed the three facilitators commented on there being far more of us, that day, than in any comparable session they had run, as they toured around our university.
an invited speaker on e-learning with the notable definition, in a rich Irish brogue, "does elearning stand for eediot learning?" Not all were as outspoken, but all of us recognised the many challenges we currently face in teaching a very diverse range of students. And not every challenge can necessarily benefit from a technology solution. But what did arise was an enormous range of responses to the issues raised. In an hour long session, many caring voices shared good practice, and in the sharing of that moment, a sense of solidarity was evident.
This latest issue of Interactive Learning Environments is our biggest ever. And it is a great pleasure for me to join this large cohort of voices, offering my first editorial for an issue with 16 papers, from 45 authors. More than were gathered in the Inclusive Design workshop last month.
And once again, I am struck by the many caring voices, from a wide range of backgrounds, sharing their insight and engagement. All are adding to the great endeavour of trying to create learning environments and teaching experiences that support, enrich and inform.
The scope of these papers ranges in focus from technology to the teachers. There are papers with an insight into the technology as an enabler such as virtual reality medical displays ( This really is a bumper issue and it is not surprising that this means we have thoughts on blended learning (Lightner and Lightner-Laws), scaffolded learning (van Dijk and Lazonder) and even some hackers in a library in Brisbane (Bilandzic).
Among these varied voices, what is clear is that we are learning from each other. As a community of those who care about how learning environments contribute to educating, much here will add to our understanding and ultimately to the quality of teaching and the student experience.
